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Presentation of the 
International Meuse 
Commission

• 35 000 km² - 905 km

• Pluvial regime

• about 9 Million inhabitants

• International Meuse Agreement -
Ghent 3 Dec. 2002 - International 
Meuse Commission (FR, BE, NL, LU, 
DE)

• 5 countries / 8 delegations (3 
Regions for Belgium)

• Main water uses: drinking water, 
agriculture, inland navigation…

http://www.meuse-maas.be/Accords.aspx

http://www.meuse-maas.be/Accords.aspx


From Floods… 

Important floods in 1993 and 1995
100 year return period

Source: L1.nl

Source: ANP

Source: rws.nl

Data Exchange and 
Flood Forecasting 
Agreement - 2017



From Floods… 



…to Droughts

Low-water notice since 2017



…to Droughts

Plan of approach for the 
management of exceptional low 
water events in the Meuse 
catchment area – 2020
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Data from 1960 to 2018

3 questions:
- What is an exceptional low-water event in the Meuse 

basin?
- What are their concrete consequences?
- How can we deal with such a situation?
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+ Potential effects of climate change on the 
evolution of low water flows
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3 questions:

- What is an exceptional low-water event in the Meuse 
basin?

- What are their concrete consequences?

- How can we deal with such a situation?



Challenges for the IMC

• Frozen contributions since 2010

• Limited human resources

• Coordination between states facing very different 
problems, with different ambitions

• Working programme limited to the Commission’s mandate

High density (467 inhab./km²)
Economic activities
Drinking water from the river
Man-made river (canals)

Low density (75 inhab./km²)
Few activities
Drinking water from groundwater
Natural river, lower flow



Challenges for the IMC

• Collaboration with other actors

2009-2013

2020-2021

2020-2024

2020-…



Thank you for your attention


