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INTRODUCTION FIRST RESULTS

The ,Ecosystem Service” (ESS) concept has developed as a commonly applied Knowledge gaps regarding the ESS-concept

assessment and communication tool, foremost in the scientific context. Although this Preliminary results suggest that only experts and people in higher administrative
concept Is aimed at implementers in the practice and intended to be used as information levels know the “ecosystem service concept” relatively well; whereas a large part of
tool for decision makers also In the water sector it is not clear which role this tool actually implementers have not heard of this framework before. This is especially true in the
plays in policy and how It is perceived by the addressed actors. As these questions are also field of river users, for whom it is not always completely clear what the concept
relevant for river management processes, this study aimed at (1) analysing perceptions, (2) means and aims at. Many interviewees associate the ES-concept with the concept of
detecting knowledge gaps and (3) identifying the practicability of the “ecosystem service “landscape functions” and monetising of nature which has already been an issue in
concept” on the example of two case study rivers in Austria. the 1980s (Vester, 1987).
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Due to the fact that only a small part of society is aware of ecosystem services at rivers or as the Water Framework e
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from them are often underestimated or even overlooked (Aronson, Gidda et al. 2009). more Important. It 1S "5 oo cived practicabilty of the ESS concept, selected statements (based on Polt,

stressed that through the  2013)
application of the ecosystem service concept no redundancy to these systems shall
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