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IKSR -« Internationale Kommission zum Schutz des Rheins
CIPR - Commission Internationale pour la Protection du Rhin
ICBR - Internationale Commissie ter Bescherming van de Rijn
ICPR -« International Commission for the Pratection of the Rhine
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Platform for knowledge exchange L

In discussions regarding the “Twinning” part of the 2013
European RiverPrize, is has been agreed to use the
UNECE Water Convention as the main exchange platform

A programme has been elaborated in collaboration with:
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Principles for Cooperation L

UNECE is developing "Principles for Effective Joint
Bodies on Transboundary Water Cooperation”

Some key points:
*Broad competence of a joint body
*Clearly defined tasks and powers

-Fatilitatiqn of assessment of impacts
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1999 Rhine Convention L

Summary of key-elements

the 1999 Rhine Convention can be regarded as an instrument
for implementing Integrated Water Resource Management

It follows most elements of the present draft of the UNECE

“Principles for Effective Joint Bodies on Transboundary Water
Cooperation”

however, the Convention does not provide the Commission with
any power to adopt binding agreements nor to enforce
implementation thereof
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Landmarks

1950 - Foundation

*People in the Netherlands were _
suffering from the very poor quality
of the Rhine as source for their
drinking water and for use in
agriculture

Protokoll

_ lber die

Konferenz der Internationalen Kommission fiir den Schutz des
Seemmanns Sel -aoornationalen Rommission fir den Schutz des

Basel, 11. Juli 1950.

Prémissen.

hnldsslich der internationalen Konferenz vom 26. Au-
gust 1948 in Basel iiber die Lachsfischerei und die Reinhaltung
des Rheinstromes wurde beschlossen, eine Kommission fiir den

Schutz des Rheines gegen Verunreinigung zu schaffen, Die Schweiz
hat daraufhin die interessierten Linder auf den 11. Juli 1950

zu einer ersten Sitzung der "Abwasserkommission" eingeladen.
Die Konferenz fand am genannten Tage in Basel im "Spiegell £,
Polizeiverwaltungsgedude, Spiegelgasse 5, statt.

Teilnehmerliste:

I. Niederlande:

II. Iuxemburg:
III. Deutschland:

IV. Frankreich:

1.

G.B.R. de Graaff, Chefingenieur, Direk-
tor des staatlichen Wasserbaudienstes,
Den Haag.

J.J. Hopmans, Chefingenieur beim Reichs-
institut fir Abwasserreinigung, Den Haag.

« A. Bichhorn, Forstinspektor, Luxemburg.

Dr. P. Niechuss, Referent in der Abtei-
lung Wasserbau des Bundesverkehrsmi-
nisteriums, Bonn.

+ Prof. Dr. 0. Pallasch, Leiter des Wasser-

wirtschaftsrates im Bundeswirtschafts—
ministerium, Bonn-Duisdorf.

M. Thiberge, Generalinspektor fiir Berg-
bau, Paris.

M. Siegfried, Adjunkt des Leiters des
Schiffahrtsdienstes, Strassburg, als
Vertreter des verhinderten M. Graff,
Chefingenieur fiir Tiefbau, Leiter des
Schiffahrtsdienstes, Strassburg.




50ties - 70ties of the 20t" Century L

First activities
*The first meeting resulted in agreements related to the
e analysis water pollution
 development of water protection measures
e harmonisation of monitoring programmes and methods
« exchange of monitoring data

*This was followed by a period with
-+ building trust and mutual understanding ,
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Political Courage and Ambition L

The Sandoz Disaster resulted in a recognition that
sthere was a joint problem to be solved
that there was more than chemical quality to improve

sthere was a need for a shift from short term detailed technical
discussion to long term ambitious goal setting

This happened in a perlod in which environment received strong
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The 1987 Rhine Action Programme L

o Its target was to improve water quality to such an extent
that formerly indigenous species, such as salmon, would be
able to return to the river.

« At the same time, the entire ecosystem had to be improved
and flora and fauna were to be strengthened

e A consequence, requirements concerning municipal and
industrial wastewater treatment plants became distinctly
more strict and a third treatment stage was mtroduced to
ehmmate phosphorous,g__d nitrates




A second disaster L

e During Christmas 1993 and in January/February 1995,
disastrous flood events occurred

 As a reaction, the ICPR adopted a Flood Action Plan in
1998 with as objectives for 2020:

O reduction of damage risks by 25 per cent

O reduction of extreme flood stages downstream the
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Rhine 2020

* Following the adoption of the 1998 Flood Action Plan, a
comprehensive international water management
programme — Rhine 2020 - was developed, integrating
qualitative and quantitative aspects of surface waters
and groundwater

* All new and additional targets were then Lntegrated into
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Cooperation L

« De-centralised organization

National delegations
— political mandate

— technical know how
— annual budget 1.200.000 €/a (operational costs of the

Secretariat)

Political framework, no sanctions

Legal framework prowded by EU Dlrectlves (WFD and FD)
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Organisation

Plenary Assembly (PLEN)
Coordinating Committee (CC)

Heads of Delégation (DEL)

Strategy Group (SG)

Subordinate Strategy Group (SG-K)

Working Group Working Group Working Group Project Group
Floods Water quality/ Ecology Micropollutants
(H) Emissions (S) (B) (MIKRO)

Expert Groups \ ..I Expert Groups Expert Groups
EG KLIMA & EG SAPA EG BMON =
EG HVAL EG SMON

EG FISH
EG HIRI EG SANA P |
Data management \
EG GIS é.
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Summary (1) L

First Phase (50ties - 70ties twentieth-century)
*Building trust and mutual understanding

*Developing harmonised monitoring and data exchange
«Convincing society of the danger of continuous increasing water
pollution

Turning Point: Sandoz Accident (1986)
*From short term detailed technical discussion to long term
ambitious goa_l setting
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Summary (2) L

At present (since 2000)

*Finding a balance between political ambition and legal
requirements and enforceability

Challenges for the future
How correct the impact of missing environmental management of

- the past -
- +How to take account of unc erta
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Lessons learned L

Both the Sandoz fire in 1986 and the floods of 1993 and
1995 were triggers for fundamental changes in policy

«a positive approach should be the core of all activities, even
when catastrophic events have occurred

«discussion should start with building common denominators, not
with identifying disagreements
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