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Charitable Trusts - England

Projects that will at a catchment level:

restore natural features in and around 
watercourses
reduce the impact of man-made structures 
on wildlife in watercourses
reduce the impact of diffuse pollution that 
arises from rural and urban land use

Additional benefits:
• Collaboration/partnership

• Flood management

• Socio-economic
• Biodiversity

CRF Background - aims



The selection process

Application received

Eligibility test

Full technical assessment 
(Environment Agency/Natural 

England and RRC)

Liaison Panel 
scrutiny

Obtain more information from 
applicant (if appropriate)

Agreement letter signed

Delivery starts

Monitoring and Evaluation

!

National Assessment Panel

3rd party assessment 
(only if Area staff and 

RRC not in agreement)

High level showstopper 
assessment by 

RBD CollationBasic eligibility test
Catchment priority – River Basin District Liaison 
Panels
Confidence in delivery – technical assessments 
the UK River Restoration Centre, Environment 
Agency  and/or Natural England (for Natura 
2000)
Programme coverage – National Assessment 
Panel 



Charitable trusts
42 projects nationally (urban, rural, catchment, site)
£89k to £2.1m (€112k to €2.65m)
c£24.75m  (€31.2m)  committed - plus extra £5.25m 
(€6.62m) partnership funding 2012-12015
Proactive communications – press releases, project 
briefing notes, news items, BBC Countryfile etc
Alternative funding
Future funding

Programme update

 



Outcomes/outputs - WFD

Outcomes
Over 300 water bodies
81 to good by 2021
22 to good by 2027
105 no deterioration
393 element status improvements

Outputs - examples
8 technical fish passes installed
43 weirs/barriers removed
145km fencing  - agricultural diffuse pollution
739 business changed ways of working



Outcomes/outputs – flood management

Outcomes
Natural flood risk management (NFRM)
Review undertaken by UK RRC
31 projects have NFRM benefits – only 11 
identified these in applications

Outputs - examples
re-meandering
reedbed construction
floodplain reconnection
urban and rural SuDS 
de-culverting
natural water retention



Outcomes/outputs – Natura 2000
Outcomes

Protected area status key priority
Priority species improvements
Habitat enhancement

Outputs - examples
32km channel features restored/created
124km bankside features restored/created
68 000 trees planted
57 Ha UK Biodiversity Action Plan Habitat 
created,1 423 Ha restored 
Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB), 
Freshwater Habits Trust, Game and Wildlife 
Conservancy Trust (GWCT), Wildlife Trusts, 
National Trust etc



Added value – people

Money! Partnership funding approx £5.25m
Not a regulator
Landowner liaison
Academia
Local knowledge
Local contractor skill base
Sharing of good practice
Sharing of kit and expertise
Passion
Volunteer network - over 2 000 volunteers 
(average 17.5 hrs = 47 825 hours!)



The future

Catchment Partnerships
Protected areas
No deterioration
Economics
River Basin Management Plans and 
Flood Risk Management Plans



Thank you!


