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� First economic valuations of ecosystem services in 

B&H have been performed within WWf Project 

“Living Neretva”

� These valuations were result of the following:

• It is very actual topic in world of environmental 

economy,

• It is decision making tool for different 

ecosystems,

• These values suppose to be included in all EU 

national economies (GDPs).



� Economic valuations or assessments of ecosystem 

services have been made for two different ecosystems:

– Pilot study - Hutovo Blato wetland and 

– Bilećko jezero (Bileća Lake).

� Definition used:

Ecosystem services are the benefits people have from 

ecosystem itself.

(Millennium Assessment 2005)





� Bileća lake, on the river Trebišnjica in Bileća, is the 
largest artificial reservoir in the Balkans (Lake area is 

about 33 km2, depending on water levels.)
� At the bottom of the lake is an abandoned village that 

was evacuated during the construction of hydroelectric 

power plants. 
� The maximum depth of Bileća Lake is 104 meters and is 

located approximately at the 400 m above sea level.







Hutovo Blato Bilećko jezero (Bileća lake)

1 Biodiversity; there is a danger of its 

reducing
Electricity production

2 Fishing; recreational and commercial Drinking water

3 Tourism and recreational services Flood protection and flow control

4 The river flows and flood; control role Fisheries

5 Educational services Irrigation

6 Tourism and recreational services 

7

Biodiversity

8

Education and researches
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� Common to all both studies:

– Poor social and economic state of B&H society,

– Absence and unavailability of data and

– Problems found and recommendations.

Economic valuation can be useful, through building 

stakeholder dialogue for informed decision-making 

on river management by providing a way to justify 

and set priorities for programs, policies, or actions 

that protect or restore ecosystems and their 

services.



Thank you for the attention ! 


