“N[ [:ﬂ Venice Office

. Regional Bureau for Science
- and Culture in Europe

United Nations .
Educational, Scientific and -
Cultural Organization .

UNESCO designated sites as key tools for

transboundary cooperation and the co-

management of shared ecosystems incl.

case-study of the Lower Prut area in the
Republic of Moldova

The 6th European River Restoration
Conference - the SEE River Project Final Event

27-30 October 2014
Vienna, Austria



TR yaeere . SITUATION IN SEE REGION

- and Cultur
United Nat

ien llﬂcand

Organ

Rivers in regions under the UNESCO
Venice Office focus often threatened by

problems of
increasing increased
human floods and

pressure droughts
driven by CC

unsustainable
use

http://www.unesco.org/venice
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The most pressures in a river basin
occur along river
corridors, challenging the sustainable
water and riparian land use.

Once river corridors belongs to
shared river basins (as in prevailing
cases in UNESCO’s regional focus )
cooperative management of |
transboundary water bodies and the [5G SET—-
related ecosystems shall be the b2 &0 1000 2000 Semnsies
obligatory condition and its ¢ am v
enhancement the essential need.

http://www.unesco.org/venice
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Transboundary cooperation for
the management in each of the
shared water bodies influenced
by the developments at political

These issues are of particular
importance in the South Eastern
Europe (SEE) region since ninety (90)
percent of the territory of the SEE
countries fall within transboundary
river basins.

and socio-economic scene at
national and regional level.

http://www.unesco.org/venice
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As follow-up on 2004 International Workshop on “MAB
Biosphere Reserves and Transboundary Cooperation in the
SEE Region” series of coordinated activities undertaken
aiming at

— —

facilitating

capacity the Seeking

funding for
the
cooperative /
international
projects

building at designation learning
national level | process, and from
(institutional | in particular examples
training) institutional
arrangements

http://www.unesco.org/venice
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Needs of Member States and
Role of UNESCO - cont.
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Support to improve transboundary cooperation and
stakeholdersinvolvementin the management of shared
water resources

Network of UNESCO IHP National Committees, and in
particular the so-called IHP Danube cooperation facilitate
to mobilize knowledge and expertise in order to support

IRBM approaches

UNESCO Designated ssites as platforms for transboundary
cooperation and multi-purpose management

Interventions focusedi.a. on transboundary cooperation
and fostered joint actions for the protection and
remediation of catchment processes which was further
extended to another basins’ areas

http://www.unesco.org/venice
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offered for UNESCO a new PN KM increased opportunity for the
dimension for the develop==s »));. cooperation between the MAB and
its designate sites\ NG ~ e IHP linking water and

Natural WHS); piodiversity as well as landforms

one of key catalysts for the and hydrological systems;
development of TBRs which provide M facilitated integration of ecosystem
a tool for common management of services into management of
shared ecosystems; transbound. shared water systems;
supported and facilijcate.d M utilization and conservation of land
transboundary nomination of BRs and water resources should go hand
and management processes along in hand.

river corridors/basins; Interdisciplinary/ cross-sectoral/

participatory approach and long term

vision are key

http://www.unesco.org/venice
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1. The pivotal role of
the MAB Programme
-Designated Sites =
Laboratories/models

2. Integration with IHP
— Shared Waters

3. ESD as a cross-cutting
theme

http://www.unesco.org/venice
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Sustainable

onservation
hiSe

Logistic
support

©® Potential new BRs

@® Potential new

Transboundary BRs

Existing BRs

In SEE: 28

In Black Sea / Caucasus: 52

BIOSPHERE RESERVES -
MODEL SITES FOR
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

.,

http://www.unesco.org/venice
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S et WATER RESOURCES
s MANAGEMENT

Our action: Knowledge
Brokering in Biodiversity
conservation in IRBM e

g
:

Our action: Wetlands and
Biodiversity conservation

@ Transboundary
River Basins of
interest

Our action:
Knowledge P
Brokering in & 5 ﬂf,; and Biodiversity

. ™ > -Z:j - " o .
Sediment % #e2 conservation (link
Management e

http://www.unesco.org/venice
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Enhancement of cooperative management of
transboundary water bodies and the related ecosystems

Delivering politically Improving stakeholders

FaCiIitating interactions relevant knowledge to inVOIVement in governance

between policy-makers decision makers of water resources and

and researchers in an _ and related ecosystems
on issues such as
attempt to relate Stakeholders at local, national and

sediment transport and

transboundary levels have a
management,

central role being among others
ecohydrology, important for the sound
formulation, and most importantly
implementation of management
strategies and plans.

http://www.unesco.org/venice

science, experience and
insight to policy

management of PAs in river
corridors, etc.
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Prutul de Jos (Lower Prut)

The Lower Prut floodplain has preserved
many natural features despite human
pressures on both sides of the river in
Romania and Republic of Moldova.

The area still holds a wide range of
biotopes, supporting a high level of
biodiversity of international significance,
especially migratory birds.

In 1991, an area of 1,691 ha - the Prutul
de Jos Nature Reserve in Republic of
Moldova - was designated as state reserve
under strict level of protection and
nominated as the first Ramsar site of
Republic of Moldova.

In 2003, in Romania, an area of 8,247 ha
was designated as Nature Park (Lower
Prut Nature Park), just across the most
important wetlands in Republic of

Today, joint planning between Romania
and Republic of Moldova is essential to
ensure the long-term viability of the
Lower Prut floodplain.

A strategic partnership is therefore
needed to promote the designation of a
crossborder protected area that would
cover 53,000 ha.

More recently, participants from Republic
of Moldova in the EuroMAB meetings in
have expressed their willingness to
consider the possibility to establish in this
area the first BR in Republic of Moldova,
then to explore the possibility to establish
a Transboundary Biosphere Reserve with
Romania.

—M%—RWM@GSM%R%%N%— v

http://www.unesco.org/venice
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strengthening of capacity building
and institutional framework for an
establishment of UNESCO biosphere
reserve site(s) and for sustainable
environmental management;

involvement of key decision-makers
and stakeholders in an elaboration of
mechanisms of cross-sectoral
cooperation and partnerships
towards sustainable development;

enhancement of public/national
awareness on BR concept and
readiness to cooperate with National
MAB Committee and other
institutions in order to establish BR
network in the country;

familiarization of key decision-makers
and stakeholders with principles of
sustainable development using BR
concept;

sustainable development of water
and wetlands ecosystems and river
basin in the areas concerned;

creation of at least one BR,
preferably in wetlands area
considering to be a transboundary
site;

implementation of international
environmental commitments of the
Government of the Republic of
Moldova.

http://www.unesco.org/venice
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Achievements

Recently, an increased effort has been given and preparatory steps undertaken
to an establishment of the first biosphere reserve in Moldova within Lower
Danube-Prut river basin and Lower Dniester territories

The involvement of key stakeholders, like local authorities and

communities, from the very beginning of such a process proved to be an
important modality to ensure stakeholders’ support and to stimulate their
commitment to the designation and management processes for the concerned
area.

In this regard, the recommendations to the Government developed in the
Republic of Moldova with the UNESCO support has catalyzed a current effort to
establish BR in the country —in particular, in the Lower Prut area.

This will provide a great possibility to establish a Transboundary Biosphere
Reserve with Romania which will ensure the long-term viability of the Lower
Prut floodplain.

http://www.unesco.org/venice
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B T forward
* Establish a clear legislation on BRs. <+ Recommend to include establishments
and of BRs and further management of
< Clarify legally issues of ownership and their ter.ritories into local plans of socio-
management of public lands at the local economic development (approved by
level . local councils).

L)

% Clarify the system of financing the BRsand % Improve informing the public and all

Agreement. lobbying.
/ . .
< Promote regional and international ¢ Use a development of agri-tourism as a
cooperation, and to draw the advanced tool for territorial development and
experience on the sustainable use of stakeholders’ engagement.
natural resources and sectoral
development. % Build capacities for major protected areas,
especially biosphere reserves (education
% Initiate an elaboration of management of environmental managers ,...).

’

. http:/fwww. org/veni
using the "bottom- up approach". pHww-tinesco.orgrvenice
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» The TBR model is a very useful conceptual and operational
framework for international cooperation on relevant shared
resources (e.g. water basin, forests, etc.);

» To properly start the process, it is needed to generate a common
vision;

» Itis extremely important to clarify and foster a proper stewardship
of the entire process;

» The TBR is expected to become an evolving system of consultation,
where a special role is given to the local communities;

http://www.unesco.org/venice
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» The existing difficulties, mainly deriving from of the different regimes
on the two sides of the borders, are not to be underestimated;

» The best way to overcome those differences is given by the
necessary attempt to harmonise the management of the shared
resources, in terms of defining common objectives;

» Ultimately, the TBR cooperation may be well functioning only if
there’s a common implementation scheme in place.

http://www.unesco.org/venice
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v" the TBR conceptual and operation tool is a valid one to foster the
transboundary relationships (within a larger ‘environmental
diplomacy’ framework) and facilitate the join management of shared
ecosystems;

v the fact that TBRs are still a small minority out the total BRs in the
world (12 out of 681) signifies that the processes leading to their
designation and, later on, proper management, are more complex
that the national ones;

http://www.unesco.org/venice



Wﬂ g%ﬂliﬁ%ﬂffﬁ; C O N C L U S I O N S — cont.

= PR
— . and Culture in Euro

v' the focus on the designation process aspect has been given a
growing importance within the institutional governance; in fact, the
new NFs (both the national and the international ones) represent a
progress when compared with the previous ones, in terms of
participatory planning and governance aspects;

v’ the experiences emerged from the analysis of the existing TBRs
tends to demonstrate that the crucial aspects for a successful and
long lasting experience are related primarily to the capacity of

a) identifying a common vision;
b) establishing a common management framework;

c) identify clear and realistic common objectives to be achieved in
a given timeframe.

http://www.unesco.org/venice
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Thank you
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