
		
    Since 1998, we have restored thousands of hectares of mangrove areas, particularly in 5 countries affected by the 2004 tsunami (India, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Malaysia and Indonesia). Other restoration projects have taken place in India near Chennai, in Indonesia (Sumatra and Java) and in Guinea Bissau and Sierra Leone. 

    
	Our advocacy work led to a Mangrove      Charter and National Action Plans for West Africa:      an agreement and commitment to action by six countries to conserve and      restore their mangrove belts.

     
	In Guinea Conakry, Guinea Bissau      and Sierra Leone,      we provided tools      for solar salt production and improved fish smoking practices  to      reduce the use of mangrove trees for firewood. Solar salt  technique      prevents the cutting of mangrove firewood for salt water  boiling and      results in a higher quality product. The improved fish  smoking ovens use      six times less firewood per kilo of smoked fish.

     
	
    In Indonesia we demonstrated how shrimp and fish can be farmed efficiently and sustainably within restored mangrove belts instead of clearing these forests.
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