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What is the Catchment Based Approach?

• Catchment management in the UK

• Water Framework Directive

• Collaboration 

for river restoration



Pilot phase

• 25 catchment pilots

• Plus ~40 catchment 
initiatives 

• Range of characteristics



Evaluation activities



Key findings

1. Working at the catchment 
scale

2. Engaging local stakeholders



Key findings

3.    Identifying solutions

4.    Value for money



Outputs



Outcomes

Stakeholders

• Closer and extended stakeholder working
• Improved  sharing, understanding / 

recognition of others priorities
• Co-delivery of activities
• Wider awareness raising / community 

involvement
• Clear  opportunities for integration

Data and & evidence

• Improved access and sharing
• Better use and understanding
• Improved evidence base 
• Greater confidence and decision 

making
• Agreed actions to address gaps
• Avoided duplication of effort

Environmental

• Improved water environment
• Better understanding / commitment 

to WFD delivery
• Integration and delivery of multi-

objectives
• “No regret” measures
• “No deterioration” - WFD 

Benefits and costs:

•Willingness to provide “In-kind” support
•Savings through “streamlining” of 
activities 
•Co-funding of activities
•Improved access to funding streams
•Collaborative funding (direct and bids)

Outcomes at the 
catchment scale



http://www.catchmentchange.net/pilot-
catchments/

Find out more…


