





Area of Latvia 64 000 sg.km

12.4 thousand watercourses
and 2000 lakes

/77 streams longer than 10 km
Total length of rivers about
37 500km

Water (lakes &rivers) covers
about 2,4% of Latvia

About 30% of total stream
length are meliorated
(Deepened, straigthened etc)

Majority of small and medium
size rivers are private (land
beneath the water surface)

Beavers 100.000













 Private ownership of majority of rivers
* Rivers as an open systems.
* Two river banks, two owners, two Kings...

* Need to find uniting motivation to work
together.

Mission impossible!
But....







« Support and increase Biodiversity in Rivers;

« Improve River functionality and
selfpurification capacities (Green Structures);

* Improve functionality of River Coastal zone
and maintain river landscape;

« Adapt possible Climate Change impacts on to
the river ecosystem;

 Raise citizen awareness and motivation
through practical involvement



Stone surface covered
with “biofilm” acting as
wastewater treatment
unit

Stones as an
mechanical aerators
(especially during
summer periods with
low natural oxygen
saturation)

Stones as a diverse
microhabitats

Possible/innovative
Climate Change
adaptation tool.
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* Initiative embraces different Activities and
their combination suitable for each
concrete river case and the problem to be
solved - maintain hydrological processes
(runoff), coastal stability and sediment flow,
reopen suitable river bed stretches,
iIncrease selfpurification capacity, increase
biodiversity, fish stocks etc.



* Fishermen Associations

» Local landowners

 NGOs

» Water tourism activists and developers
* Local Municipalities
































































Equipped with knowledge and right
motivation we ourselves can improve
biodiversity and landscape of our
surroundings, even adapting our rivers to
the Climate change impact

And we are not small screws in the big
World. There is sense in what we are
doing . We are needed here.







