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Amazon 

 

Danube-Drava 

confluence - Kopački Rit   
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Outstanding natural values 
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Largest & best 

preserved 

floodplains and 

floodplain 

forests along 

the Danube 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rivers shape 

their landscape 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last breeding 

river areas for 

the Little tern 

(Sterna 

albifrons) in 

Europe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Highest 

density of 

breeding pairs 

of white-tailed 

eagles in 

Continental 

Europe (ca. 150 

pairs) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last 

specimens of 

the nearly 

extinct ship 

sturgeon 

(Acipenser 

nudiventris) 

along the 

Danube 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Most important 

fish spawning 
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Rit), beside the 

Danube delta 
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Outstanding cultural values 
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More than 20 years of work 

for the „Amazon of Europe“ 

 

From Vision to TBR MDD 

designation! 



1990 



Do you have a Vision? Then you would need  

my help! 

September 11-13, 2013 ERRC and European Riverprize I Vienna I WWF "Amazon of Europe" I Arno Mohl 8 



Croatia, Hungary 2009 

„Barcs Declaration“ (HU) 

5-country agreement 2011 

„Gödöllö Declaration“ (HU) 

Green light for TBR MDD - Agreements by Ministers 
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core zone (bright green) 

buffer zone (dark green)  

transition zone (light green)  

2012: UNESCO designation of TBR MDD - HU-HR (630 000 ha, 80%) 

Sept. 2013: Planned UNESCO nomination Serbia 

The way towards the TBR MDD 

Extension of reserve to Austria and Slovenia 



Pressures: Outdated river management! 



 © Mario Romulic 

Next 20 years of work 

for the „Amazon of Europe“ 

 

From TBR MDD designation 

to implementation! 



TBR MDD – Link nature conservation/cultural tradition with regional 

development, environmental education and research 
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The challenges ahead: 

… final joint designation TBR „Mura-Drava-Danube“ 
 

… institutional harmonised and joint management structures 
 

…coordinated management of natural values 
 

… stop outdated river exploitation 

 from river regulation to river restoration 
 

… sustainable ecology-oriented development 

 from gravel mining to tourist milking 



Water and landscape along Drava in the Podravina region  

Restoring the „Amazon of Europe“ 

Living with the River 
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Thank you! 
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Self restoration of Lower Drava 
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TBR MDD perfectly fits into …  

… EU Biodiversity targets 2020                                                      

& EU Directives (WFD, FD, FFHD, BD, Natura 2000) 
 

… EU Danube Regional Strategy  
 

… Drava River Declaration  
 

… Ramsar Wise Use 
 

… CBD, Bern and Danube Convention 
 

… Restoration initiatives (Wetland Int., ECRR…) 
 

… Good practice restoration projects (e.g. Upper Drava)  
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Partners and supporters for the TBR MDD 



… Europe´s largest river protected area (more than 800,000 ha) 

… world´s first five country biosphere reserve 

… flagship for common understanding, regional cooperation 
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Join us! 

www.amazon-of-europe.com 
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